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Entry level SEMs
A new series of entry level PC
controlled scanning electron
microscopes (SEMs), the S-3000
series, has been introduced by Hitachi
Scientific Instruments. The S-3000 is
available in a conventional high
vacuum version, the S-3000H, and a
variable pressure version, the S-
3000N. The S-3000 series has an
accelerating voltage range of
0.3–30 kV and uses a tungsten emitter
with an automatic dual bias function.
This gives excellent resolution. The
electron optical performance is
complemented by a high resolution
frame store of 1280 × 960 pixels.
Circle number 2 on reader response card.
Benchtop ultracentrifuge
The new OptimaTM MAX Personal
Ultracentrifuge System from Beckman
Coulter, Inc. has a rotor that reaches
1,000,000 × g. Optima MAX combines
high g-force, high capacity and ease-of-
use with a comprehensive new family
of rotors. Four new ML-series rotors
for the Optima MAX cover a wide
range of applications and extend the
volume capacity of tabletop
ultracentrifugation. For example, the
MLA-130 fixed angle rotor spins ten
tubes of 2.0 ml each to a maximum
force of over 1,000,000 × g, providing
rapid pelleting and separation of
proteins, peptides and nucleic acids.
Circle number 3 on reader response card.
In Brief
Silicon photo detectors
As distributors for Centronic Ltd in the UK
and Ireland, BFI-Optilas has introduced the
Series 3T range of silicon detectors. These
are specifically designed for high speed,
infrared laser pulse detection. Designed to
be fully depleted at 60 V reverse bias the
detector uses high resistivity silicon to
achieve very low capacitance. Offering high
responsivity in the 800–1000 nm region of
the spectrum with a 10 ns risetime the
detectors are equally well suited to high
speed applications at longer wavelengths
where maximum absolute responsivity is not
as important as speed of response.
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Web-based sequence analysis
Genetics Computer Group (GCG) has
announced the release of SeqWebTM, a
web-based interface to the GCG Wisconsin
PackageTM, the global standard in sequence
analysis software. SeqWeb provides easy
access to a core set of programs in the
Wisconsin Package. Accessible through
Netscape NavigatorTM, or Microsoft’s Internet
ExplorerTM, SeqWeb eliminates the need to
memorize program commands and operating
system specifics, letting you concentrate on
your data and results.
(http://www.gcg.com/seqweb)
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Tunable microplate reader
The OPTImaxTM tunable microplate
reader makes variable wavelength and
thermal control available at the price of a
filter-based reader. The grating
monochromater enables users to select the
exact wavelength needed for every assay
from 340 nm to 850 nm in 1 nm increments.
Set the temperature from ambient plus 4° to
45°C and read kinetic or endpoint assays up
to 2 wavelengths. Use round bottom, or half
area well plates with the same optical
performance as flat bottom plates.
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Gel documentation systems
GRI’s Image Analysis Division has made an
agreement with Syngene covering three
innovative gel documentation and analysis
systems. GeneGenius is a complete PC-
based system for gel documentation and
analysis, ideal for any laboratory working with
DNA gels, protein gels, autoradiographs and
other types of gel media. GeneSnap
acquisition software enables gels to be
viewed, archived or printed easily. GeneTools,
the latest analysis software, is capable of 1D
analysis, band matching, ELISA plate analysis,
slot blot work and colony counting.
Circle number 7 on reader response card.
Perkin-Elmer’s Analytical
Instruments Division has introduced a
new productivity tool for genetic
analysis, biotechnology and
pharmaceutical drug discovery
research laboratories — the Molecular
Biology Assistant (MBA) 2000 system.
Every laboratory which handles or
measures samples containing DNA or
proteins can benefit from the breadth
of features in this development. The
MBA 2000 instrument is a truly
innovative, compact computational
system which consolidates and
organizes routine and customized
functions used in virtually all
protocols employing biochemicals.
The new system employs an intuitive
touchscreen display and has no
moving parts in a nine-inch wide, low-
profile package. Choices are made
with a touch-to-select action, and a
crisp color graphics display prompts
the user as needed to complete the
tasks. The system serves the
laboratory researcher every hour of
the day by making computations and
quantitation extremely accessible and
rapid. Most tasks are completed in a
matter of seconds. The MBA 2000
system is designed exclusively to
provide targeted and applications-
specific assistance for the daily chores
of the molecular biologist.
Circle number 1 on reader response card.
Innovative productivity tool for life science laboratories
